


Speech by the Rector of the Agricultural University of Athens at the Graduation Ceremony of the Joint Master’s Graduates of the EU-CONEXUS European University Alliance

The Rectorate of the Agricultural University of Athens, represented by Rector Professor Spyridon Kintzios and Vice-Rector Professor Eleni Miliou, participated in the graduation ceremony of the 2nd cohort of graduates from the EU-CONEXUS Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s Programme in Marine Biotechnology. Students from 19 different countries graduated during the ceremony, which was held with the participation of founding universities from nine (9) European countries of the EU-CONEXUS European University Alliance for Smart Urban Coastal Sustainability. The event took place on July 11, 2025, at La Rochelle University, in the presence of representatives of the rectorates of all nine (9) partner institutions. The Rector of the Agricultural University of Athens served as the keynote speaker, delivering an address that left a strong impression on the graduates, their families, and their professors.
The speech is presented below:
Dear Graduates, Professors, Families, and Friends,
What a beautiful day to celebrate such a meaningful moment in your lives, and what a joy it is to be here with you in La Rochelle!
As I look around, I see so many proud smiles, and I am honored to share this moment with you.
Dear Graduates, today is your day. You have worked hard to reach this point. You have faced challenges, deadlines, and endless nights of study, and you made it. You come out of this journey stronger, wiser, and ready for the next step.
The fact that you are part of the EU-CONEXUS European University Alliance makes this graduation even more special. You didn’t just earn a degree,  you experienced what it truly means to be part of a united Europe. You studied alongside classmates from different countries, shared meals, stories, and dreams, and discovered that despite our many languages, we all speak the same language of hope and ambition. You crossed borders to learn, and you learned to see problems, and solutions, from many different perspectives.
This is the true meaning of European integration. It’s people coming together, not just through policies or treaties, but in classrooms, in research labs, and over coffee breaks between lectures. It’s the building of friendships that transcend borders and the exchange of ideas that can change the world. It’s the effort to understand one another, to collaborate, and to create a better future, not just for ourselves, but for all.
As you move on to the next chapter of your lives, remember that you carry the spirit of unity within you. Keep reaching out to others, keep learning from those who are different from you, and keep believing that together we can build a kinder, stronger, and more peaceful Europe. Keep exploring. Keep connecting. Keep building bridges wherever you go. Because Europe’s greatest strength has always been its people – people like you, who see possibilities where others see divisions.
Congratulations to each and every one of you. Enjoy this beautiful day, celebrate with all your heart, and go out into the world to make a difference.
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